




1970.7—Roughing it. Scout campers in the late 
1970s began to pay more and more attention to their 
impact on the land. By the 1980s, Scout backpackers  
had traded their campfires for lightweight camp stoves  
as they adopted low-impact camping techniques.

1970.8—Patrol spirit. A typical patrol flag demonstrates 
Scouts’ pride in their patrol and in their country. 

1970.9—Conservation. Scouts repair a footbridge 
across a mountain stream. Conservation, long a Scouting 
value, became even more visible in the 1970s with the 
launch of Project SOAR (Save Our American Resources).

1970.10—President Nixon. During the 1972 
Report to the Nation, representatives from all Scouting 
programs present President Richard Nixon with a set of 
Norman Rockwell–designed coins illustrating the points  
of the Scout Law.

1980s
1980.1—Varsity Scouting. The BSA introduced 
Varsity Scouting in 1984 as a sports-focused variation on 
the traditional Boy Scouting program. Here, members of a 
Varsity Scout team practice team building and service at 
the same time. 

1980.2—Donor Awareness. In 1986, the BSA 
conducted a nationwide Donor Awareness Good Turn to 
inform American families of the urgent need for donated 
human organs and tissue. An estimated 600,000 youth 
members distributed 14 million brochures to families.

1980.3—Oscar de la Renta. A new Scout uniform—
created by fashion designer Oscar de la Renta—appeared 
in 1982; with minor changes it would remain the official 
uniform until 2008.

1980.4—Challenge. Challenge courses became 
popular attractions at Scout camps in the 1980s. The 
courses typically featured team-building games, zip lines, 
and challenges such as this fidget ladder.

1980.5—Partnership. Scouts have always sought 
out service opportunities that focus on their community’s 
specific needs. Here, a group of Scouts help Habitat for 
Humanity build a home for a low-income family.

1980.6—1981 Jamboree. Troops create their own 
jamboree “city,” where they function as citizens with 
responsibilities to their troops.

1980.7—Millionth Eagle. In 1982, Alexander M. 
Holsinger of Normal, Ill., became the millionth Eagle Scout 
and received a congratulatory call from President Ronald 
Reagan. Today, Holsinger teaches criminal justice and 
criminology at the University of Missouri–Kansas City.

1980.8—Scouting for Food. In 1988, the BSA 
launched the nationwide Scouting for Food program 
to collect canned goods for local food pantries. Scouts 
collected more than 65 million containers of food the first 
year alone.

1980.9—President Carter. A uniformed Scout 
presents the BSA’s Report to the Nation to President 
Jimmy Carter. A former Scoutmaster and troop committee 
chairman, Carter praised Scouting for helping young 
Americans become “better prepared for a more satisfying 
and rewarding future.”

1980.10—President Reagan. During the BSA’s 
annual Report to the Nation, Scouts present President 
Ronald Reagan with a walking stick. Reagan credited 
Scouting with strengthening “the cornerstone of individual 
freedom in our nation.”

1990s
1990.1—Patriotism. A Cub Scout and a Venturer work 
together to decorate a veteran’s grave on Memorial Day.

1990.2—Russian Scouting. Chief Scout Executive 
Ben Love (second from left) traveled to Russia in 1990 
to help restart the Russian Scouting program, which had 
been abolished after the Russian Revolution in 1917.

1990.3—Northern Tier. The Northern Tier High 
Adventure Bases celebrated 75 years of adventure in 
1998. From bases in Minnesota, Manitoba, and Ontario, 
Northern Tier offers wilderness canoe trips in the summer 
and fall and skiing, snowshoe, and dog-sled expeditions in 
the winter.

1990.4—President Bush. President George H. W.
Bush receives a certificate from Scouts during the BSA’s 
Annual Report to the Nation. President Bush cited Scout-
ing’s “Drugs: A Deadly Game” program for making a 
difference in the fight against drug abuse.

1990.5—President Clinton. During an appearance at 
the 1997 National Scout Jamboree, President Bill Clinton 
greeted Eagle Scout John Kates. President Clinton thanked 
the 36,000 Scouts and leaders in attendance for their 
service—and challenged them to do more. “You help to 
keep America good, and I know you will throughout your 
lives,” he said.

1990.6—Venturing. Launched in 1998, the coeduca-
tional Venturing program has five areas of emphasis—
outdoors, sports, arts and hobbies, religious life, and Sea 
Scouting. It is Scouting’s fastest growing program.

1990.7—Florida Sea Base. Attendance at the high-
adventure base skyrocketed in the 1990s, and the Sea 
Base added a new dormitory and a conference center.

1990.8—Bridge. In 1998, the BSA adopted Leave 
No Trace as its guideline for protecting the environment, 
formalizing a longstanding commitment to tread lightly on 
the earth.

1990.9—Water fun. Summer camp water carnivals 
offer pure fun—and a chance to cool off from the  
summer heat.

1990.10—Horseback. In an increasingly wired world, 
Scouting offers young people a connection to simpler 
pursuits like horseback riding.

2000s
2000.1—Cheerful service. Members of the Order of 
the Arrow, Boy Scouting’s honor society, are committed  
to serving Scouting and the larger community. Here, an  
Arrowman participates in ArrowCorps5, the BSA’s largest 
service project since World War II.

2000.2—Venturing. Scouting’s co-ed teen program 
celebrated its 10th anniversary in 2008. More than a 
quarter-million teens now participate in Venturing.

2000.3—Steve Fossett. “As a Scout, I learned how to 
set goals and achieve them,” Eagle Scout Steve Fossett 
once said. And achieve them he did, setting 116 world 
records in aviation, ballooning, and sailing before his 
untimely death in 2007.

2000.4—Wheelchair basketball. Scouts at the 
2005 National Scout Jamboree try their hand at wheel-
chair basketball, one of the challenges on the Disability  
Awareness Trail.

2000.5—President Bush. In a video message to 
Scouts at the 2001 National Scout Jamboree, President 
George W. Bush reflected on the values found in the 
Scout Law. “Every society depends on trust and loyalty, 
on courtesy and kindness, on bravery and reverence,” he 
said. “Those are the values of Scouting, and those are the 
values of America.”

2000.6—President Obama. Among the Scouts 
presenting the 2008 Report to the Nation to President 
Barack Obama were a Cub Scout who helped save his 
third-grade teacher’s life, an Eagle Scout who grew up in 
an Alabama public housing project, and a Sea Scout who 
is the 10th-ranked archer in America. 

2000.7—Canoeing. The Northern Tier High Adventure 
Bases celebrated 85 years of wilderness adventure in 
2008. From a humble start in 1923, Northern Tier  
now launches canoe treks from Minnesota and two 
Canadian provinces.

2000.8—Good Turn for America. In 2004, the BSA 
partnered with The Salvation Army, the American Red 
Cross, and Habitat for Humanity to address the issues of 
hunger, inadequate housing, and poor health. Since then, 
Scouts have logged more than 8 million service hours at 
the Good Turn for America Web site.

2000.9—2 Millionth Eagle. In June 2009, Anthony 
Thomas of Lakeville, Minn., became the 2-millionth Eagle 
Scout. Adopted from Korea, Anthony counsels Korean 
adoptees at Camp Choson and has also assisted with 
Hurricane Katrina restoration in New Orleans. 

2000.10—New Handbook. Published in 2009, the 
Centennial Edition of the Boy Scout Handbook features 
hundreds of vintage illustrations from previous handbooks. 
It also boasts a companion Web site and iPhone applica-
tion, making it the most high-tech handbook to date.


